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COLLECTION SUMMARY 
Creator: Washburn, R. M., 1868-1946 
Call Number: Ms. Coll. 22 
Extent: 1 box (0.5 linear feet) 
Preferred Citation Style: Folder Title, Box Number #. R. M. Washburn Papers. State Library of 
Massachusetts Special Collections. 
Provenance: Received from Robert M. Washburn, 1945. 
About This Finding Aid: Description based on DACS.  
Processed by: Finding aid prepared by Marc Widershien, 1987. Updated by Abigail Cramer, 
March, 2012. 
Abstract: This collection includes correspondence to and from Robert Washburn. 
 
SCOPE AND CONTENT 
The Washburn papers include letters received from Colonel and Mrs. Edward House with 
Washburn’s marginal notes, correspondence with Senators Borah and Moses, political cartoons 
by Clarence Hillsmith, and letters and telegrams congratulating Washburn on his nomination in 
1934 to the United States Senate.  William K. Hutchinson’s book News Articles on the Life and 
Works of Honorable William E. Borah Late a Senator from the State of Idaho (Washington, 1940) 
is included with the collection. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
Robert Morris Washburn was born in 1868 and served in the Massachusetts House of 
Representatives as member from Worcester from 1908 to 1915.  He also served in the 
Massachusetts Senate in 1916.  He was a member of the Republican City Committee and the 
Committees on Liquor, Law, Libraries, Rules, Public Utilities, Ways and Means (Chairman), 
Railroads (Chairman), and Street Railroads. 
 
Washburn attended Harvard Law School and was admitted to the bar in 1892.  He was familiar to 
readers as the author of the column “Washburn’s Weekly” published in newspapers in Boston, 
Worcester, and Springfield.  He was also the founder of the Theodore Roosevelt Club of 
Massachusetts.  In 1934 Washburn was nominated by the Republican Party as candidate for the 
United State Senate.  He was defeated in the election.  He is noted for having written a campaign 
biography for Calvin Coolidge’s presidential campaign in 1924, for an enduring friendship with 
Senator William Borah of Idaho (considered to be one of the greatest orators of the day), and as 
a staunch opponent of the League of Nations and Franklin Delano Roosevelt.  Washburn was 
also a close friend of Senator George H. Moses and Colonel Edward House. 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE INFORMATION 
Arrangement 
The papers are arranged in their original order. 
 
Conditions Governing Access 
This collection is open for research during the Special Collections Department’s regular hours. 
 
Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
Copyright restrictions may apply. Requests for permission to publish material from this collection 
should be discussed with Special Collections staff. 
 
Languages and Scripts 
The materials are entirely in English. 
 
Immediate Source of Acquisition 
This collection was donated to the State Library Special Collections in 1945 by Robert Washburn. 
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Related Materials 
The following collections may also be of interest: 
 Scrapbook 14, State Library of Massachusetts: Scrapbook of Newspaper Clippings on 
the Political Career of Robert Morris Washburn, 1900-1944 
 Scrapbook 15, State Library of Massachusetts: Robert M. Washburn’s Weekly Column, 
1923-1935 
 Manuscript 44, Roosevelt Club Records, State Library of Massachusetts Special 
Collections 
 
Container List 
 
Box # Folder # Folder Title Date 
1 1 Miscellaneous correspondence and documents 1918-1945 
1 2 Washburn-Borah correspondence 1929-1938 
1 3-4 Washburn-House correspondence 1929-1936 
1 5-6 Congratulatory correspondence concerning Senate race 1934 
1 7 Volume containing:    
Transcript of remarks at testimonial dinner for 
Washburn 
April 15, 1920 
Transcript of Washburn article, “The Quick and the 
Dead,” Atlantic Monthly 
January, 1926 
Copy of Washburn article, “Mr. Mills,” The Independent October 9, 1926 
1 8 Hutchinson, William K., News Articles on the Life and 
Works of Honorable William E. Borah 
1940 
1 9 Political cartoons concerning Washburn undated 
 
